SUSAN
Hinton
DNOAA's Mother Hen

Susan Hinton has an official title:
Fisheries Biologist, of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration’s
(NOAA). National Ma-

rine Fisheries Service SMS%T/L—WﬂITm, ]CM 1’”417, C{O’Wﬂv”ta"ﬂﬂfﬁf\/_

(NMES), Point Adams

Biological Field Station. 4 - 93
However, she also car- tﬂkBS CATE af tﬁ’i’nﬁs o
ries an unofficial title:

NOAA’'S Mother Hen.

Susan—warm, funny, down-to-
earth—""takes care of things.”

Sitting calmly and confidently

amid the scientitfic hubbub

around her, she laughs about a
recent, interesting change she has
noticed. “1"ve been here quite
awhiie. With about 22 years of
experience with NOAA and the
hiring of a few younger biolo- ,
gists. I've transitioned from being
one of the “younger ones” to be-
ing one of the old-timers.”’ =



“However. | really enjoy the
role of drawing on my expe-
rience to help others find
ways lo complete their sci-
entific mission in the most
accurate and efficient way
possible. This can include
everything from assisting
senior managers in finding
answers that can lead to
preservation of endangered
species o gently guiding
college students with their
research, which enables
them to graduate and hope-
fully continue to contribute
in any scientific community
they choose.”

It only takes a short conver-
sation with Susan to under-
stand her priorities. Her
family comes first, and car-
ing is an ever-present aspect
of her life. After her son
Samuel was born, she quickly rearranged her
professional life to accommodate being a mom.
“l used 1o go Lo sea,
but | haven't gone
Hi.]“:if I'I."I_}' 0N wWis
born. | traded all the
time at sea for doing
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It appears that
being a mother

didn't seem
quite riﬂ ht

hen comes nat-
urally. Susan
donates cut-
tings of her
beautiful, long
hair to “Locks

when conditions
are downright

all the logistical
work. If we have an
ocean research
cruise that goes out
for one to two

until I re-

turned to the
coast.”

weeks, | get every-
thing ready so they
will have what they
need while at sea.
From the big trawl
nets right down to
zipties and the Chiel
Scientist's favorite
type of pencil, every tiny detail you can imag-
ine. | also make sure everyone has a way
home at the conclusion of the cruises, no mat-
ter what port we end in. That makes me partic-
ularly popular at times. However, | do get
teased a bit by my colleagues and ship’s crew
about being “the girl” at every port of call.”

of Love,” a
non-profit or-
ganization that
provides hairpieces to financially disadvan-
taged children suffering from long-term medi-
cal hair loss. She also enjoys more time with
her mother, who has moved nearby. “My
whole family gets along, and having her
nearby has had the added bonus of our seeing
each other much more often.” Susan’s dog,
Glacier, a vellow Labrador Retriever, alter-
nately serves as an unofficial NOAA lab assis-
tant or as a companion for her mother when
Susan is in the field. =
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